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     June 29, 2005 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Kevin Brady 
428 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C.  20515  
   
Dear Congressman Brady: 
 

We are writing to support passage of the legislation to implement the Central 
America/Dominican Republic-United States Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA/DR).  The 
signatory nations to CAFTA/DR represent an important market for U.S. forest products, and we 
appreciate your leadership in obtaining Congressional approval of the agreement.   

 
CAFTA/DR is of significant importance to the forest products industry.  Last year, over 

half a billion dollars in paper, paperboard, and converted products, as well as nearly $60 million 
in wood products, were exported to the participating nations.  When the agreement is 
implemented, nearly 80 percent of U.S. paper products exports will receive immediate duty free 
treatment, and the remaining tariffs on our products will be removed over the next decade.   

 
Our industry’s recent experience in Chile is an example of the potential benefits to our 

companies from the passage of CAFTA/DR.  During 2004, the first year of the U.S.-Chile FTA, 
American paper products exports to that South American market jumped by 62 percent to 
approximately $55 million.  Our expectation is that the current sizeable trade surplus for U.S. 
forest products with CAFTA/DR nations will grow once this agreement takes effect.  

 
The forest products industry realizes that free and fair trade agreements hold potential 

benefits to all participants.  To that end, we have recently been supportive of the U.S. free trade 
agreements with Chile, Australia, and Morocco.  Zero tariffs on all paper and wood products, 
achieved in an accelerated manner, is a priority objective for the U.S. forest products industry.  
Congressional passage of the CAFTA/DR agreement will move the industry towards this goal 
and will assist the industry in achieving its objectives for the Doha Round of WTO negotiations 
and the potential FTA with Thailand.  The agreement will also send a signal that the U.S. is 
committed to promoting economic growth in a region with important democratically elected 
governments. 
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Your leadership in passing this implementing legislation is greatly appreciated.  We 

remain committed to working with you and the Administration to approve CAFTA/DR over the 
coming weeks. 

 
Sincerely, 

 

    
W. Henson Moore     Aubra H. Anthony, Jr. 
President and Chief Executive Officer  Chairman of the AF&PA Board 
       President and Chief Executive Officer 
       Anthony Forest Products Company 
 

    
Michael E. Case     A. D. Correll 
President & Chief Executive Officer   Chairman and Chief Executive Officer 
Gulf States Paper Corporation   Georgia-Pacific Corporation 
 
   

    
Harris E. DeLoach, Jr.    John V. Faraci 
President and Chief Executive Officer  Chairman and Chief Executive Officer 
Sonoco Products Company    International Paper Company 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dana G. Fitzpatrick     Michael Flannery    
Executive Vice President    Chairman, President and CEO   
Fitzpatrick & Weller, Inc.    Pope & Talbot, Inc.    
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Richard W. Frost     Joseph R. Gorman 
Chief Executive Officer    President and Chief Executive Officer 
Louisiana-Pacific     SP Newsprint Company 
     
   

 
   
Matthew Hancock     Kenneth M. Jastrow, II 
Chairman, President and CEO   Chairman and Chief Executive Officer 
Hancock Land Company    Temple-Inland, Inc. 
 
 

 
  
  

    
 
John A. Luke, Jr.     Heikki Malinen 
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer  President  
MeadWestvaco Corporation    UPM North America 

 
 

     
Patrick J. Moore     F. Colin Moseley, III 
Chairman and President    Chairman and President 
Smurfit-Stone Container Corporation   Green Diamond Resource Company 
 

     
Arnold M. Nemirow     Steven R. Rogel 
Chairman, President and CEO   Chairman, President and CEO 
Bowater Incorporated     Weyerhaeuser Company 
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Raymond Royer     L. Pendleton Siegel    
President and Chief Executive Officer  Chairman and Chief Executive Officer 
Domtar, Inc.      Potlatch Corporation 
 

       
Paul T. Stecko      James E. Warjone 
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer  Chairman and Chief Executive Officer 
Packaging Corporation of America   Port Blakely Companies 

     
Galen G. Weaber     Richard H. Wollenberg 
President and Chief Executive Office   Chairman, President and CEO 
Weaber, Inc.      Longview Fibre Company 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
       


